Review of our journey to Gothenborg, written by Jessica and Thommy

 

 

Now here is the report of our fantastic journey to Gothenborg in Sweden, 

to the first A*TEENS – concert 2003!  

 

Besides me were Jessica, Marina, Angie with her friend Conny and Dan our photo-specialist with his friend Tobias on the trip. 

And so that not everything get posted twice, I put some impressions of mine easily in italics into Jessica´s report. 

So, Jessica and Thommy wish you a lot of fun by reading our diary...  

 

 

Saturday, 01. March 2003 

12.35 o´ clock/Munich (Jessica) 

I was on the way to the central station. My dad drove me there by car and wished me a good time in Sweden. Then I sat in the train to Augsburg and 45 minutes later came the message that we will arrive in a few minutes. As I was out of the train, Angelika called me and said to me that I have to go the Augsburg central station, but I was in Augsburg – Hochzoll. And in this moment the train was gone. 

 

13.50 o´ clock / Augsburg-Hochzoll 

The next train came so late that I missed my train to Koblenz and thus Angie and Conny too. 

 

14.25 o´ clock / Augsburg 

As I arrived in Augsburg I immediately searched for the next info board. Angelika recommended me only to go by an ICE to Koblenz.. So I asked for the best connection, sat at the train station and waited. 

 

15.09 o´ clock 

My train arrived. I looked for a place and hoped that it would not take too long. At 17.28 o´clock I had to change to another train to Mannheim. This train was the best of all. Everything looked new, as first class. In front of me sat two guys , who were very nice. But a was just 45 minutes in this train, then I changed to Mainz. Luckily this train was the last one. 

 

17.15 o´ clock / Braunschweig (Thommy) 

I was in a hurry as I picked up the last things for my bag, because I was late and wanted to get the bus to the train station. The bus was punctually and the train also,  so I left Braunschweig at 18.00 o` clock., destination: Frankfurt central station. Till I got there I had 2 ½ hours time, so I started to write a letter to the A*Teens... 

 

19.10 o` clock / Koblenz 

I arrived in Koblenz. In the meanwhile it got dark and so were not able to see much of the city. Of course I went immediately to Mc Donald´s and was there ca. 1 hour, because I had to wait for the others 2 or 3 hours. Then I went to the track and wanted to wait there for my friends. But then it was too cold and I looked for a cafe. There I was getting warmer again and ordered a little thing. The prices were very surprising, not that expensive as in Munich. 

 

20.35 o´ clock / Frankfurt 

Almost precisely on the second the train arrived, and now I had time over 1 hour ...and hunger! *G* But at first I looked at all foreign magazines in a store, just in hope to find something about the A*Teens, but I had no luck. 

And so I went the stands up and down, ...here a saussage, ....there a sandwich, ...and some sweets, ... then arrived my connection train to Koblenz. I shared the compartment with a nice turkey woman and an employee, who drives home at the weekend, so he had to get off in Koblenz too. We had a really funny conversation, so the time was soon over. Outside it was dark and rainy, you could see almost nothing. Then we put on our clothes and went to the door, and there we waited to get off the train... 

 

22.00 o´clock 

And there came already (!) the two from Augsburg, Angelika and her friend Conny. Of course we went to Mc Donald´s again to pass our time. 

 

23.30 o´ clock / Koblenz 

After 20 minutes I finally arrived in Koblenz! Done! And best thing was that Jessi, Angie and Conny picked me up from the train  

 

23.30 / Koblenz 

Now finally Thommy arrived from Braunschweig and of course as tired as every time, but also very happy because of Sweden. We waited again at Mc Donalds. At midnight also Mina and her dad arrived. You noticed how excited everyone of us was, because we would soon meet the A*Teens. But who would´t understand this? 

 

We got more and more excited and were waiting for our photo specialist Dan and his friend Tobias. 

 

Sunday, 02 March 2003 

01.15 o´ clock 

Dan and Tobias were the last ones who arrived. Finally complete we made some last plans for our trip. Dan showed us the latest photos of Marie, Amit and Dhani, which he had enlarged for the expanded welcome letters. 

 

We regret to send back the Sara- photos, but there were some mistakes, made by the foto-shop! :( 

 

02.30 o´ clock 
Now we made us on the way to the airport Frankfurt– Hahn. Some of us used the time in the cars to sleep a little, because we knew that we won´t get much sleep in the next two days. 

 

I was also a little tired but I was too excited to sleep. Additionally I had much fun with our trip through the dark forests of the "Hunsrück" (a mountain in Germany). Tobias drove very well but later we were informed that Mina´s father had some difficulties to keep on. *G* 

 

03.30 o` clock / airport Frankfurt – Hahn 

Now we arrived at the airport from where we should fly to Sweden, to the A*Teens. As we had a lot of time we ate a little, heard a bit music or took some pictures. We were getting more and more nervous the closer the departure came. But Mina had another problem. She had never before the chance to fly. She was very afraid to fly and we didn´t make it better by doing bad jokes. But Mina laughed about it, ... at least I hope so. ;) 

 

The meatball roll was quite delicious!!! *G* 

 

04.30 o` clock 

We checked in at the airport, and the waiting starts again. In the meanwhile some more persons got tired. Angelika showed me the new songs of the "New Arrival" album and we listen to them again and again. Later that day we were allowed to get into the plane. Mina got more and more nervous, and we tried to calm her down. 

 

Our plane stood directly "in front of the door" and has been refilled with fuel, as we went into the plane and has been nicely welcomed by the crew of "Ryan-air". 

 

06.30 o´ clock 

During the start I hold Mina´s hand and soon she forgot her fear to fly. Such a flight is as nice as every time. And all the more if the flight goes to Gothenborg! 

 

....and there takes place an A*Teens concert, you´ re right Jessi!  The start was without problems...finally in the air...and as we were above the clouds we could even see the sunrise... at least those who were not sleeping...  

Sweden got ever closer and we got more and more excited... 

 

07.15 o´ clock / Gothenborg 
Our plane arrived in Gothenborg. There we were!!! In Sweden!!! In the country of the A*Teens! :) We felt immediately that we were in Sweden now, because it was 10 degrees colder than in Germany, and there was laying snow. A bus took us from the airport to the city of Göteborg. We took a look around and changed our money. Angie, Mina and Thommy bought the swedish magazine "OKEJ", because it included an article about Amit and Dhani. And Mina bought typical swedish sweets, which tasted accordingly. ;-) 

 

Sweets??? *G* Liquorice was offered to me! And the white something around it seemed to be confectioner´s sugar...!? A fatally mistake as I noticed immediately! I think it was more something like citric acid, or vinegar in a fix form mixed with salt...HOLLA!!! As I was able to breath again, I swept my tears away and then I felt the taste of liquoric! I asked for the latest TOTP magazine, that one with the A*Teens-Mega-Poster and the interview. But they were all gone. What a pitty... 

 

11.00 o´ clock 
We went to lunch, of course at Mc Donalds. Now I had the chance to send a postcard to Germany. After that I asked two young girls where the CD-shop "skiv-hugget" in Göteborg should be, of which we know thanks of internet. We went there by tram. There we bought the new album and the new single "Can´t help falling in love". The sales man gave us also a hint where the A*Teens could be because some autographs. In Germany we heard of two autograph hours, but we got no further information. And in Göteborg they couldn´t help us either. So we didn´t there, but directly to the hall. In the ticket shop they gave us a lot of information about the A*Teens. According to a woman the A*Teens should come to the sound check at 5 o´ clock. 

 

Yes, the arrival at the "Lisebergs Hallen"... finally at our destination!!! 

Here shall take place the big event in the evening!  I asked immediately for Anna, who helped us much in the past month and at first to get even the tickets for the concert. She and her workmates were as glad us we were about our arrival. And surely we could warm up ourselves there a bit. Our questions has been answered nicely, we felt good there and had a nice conversation there, of course in English. But seemed to happen nothing before 5 o ´ clock so we decided to take a look around, .... and there we saw Mc Donalds again...*lol* 
 

13.30 o ´ clock 
In the meanwhile we saw a bit of Göteborg and the clean (!) toilets, and the beautiful landscape of Sweden. Then we made a stop at Mc Donalds, what a surprise!! 

 

This toilet was a public toilet at the bank of a river. The "view" has been spared on me, thanks god. And so we went to Mc Donalds and there to the toilet. Now that there was enough room again in our stomachs we filled it up again with burger and drinks. We had to strengthen ourselves because of the long night tonight, and nobody knew when will be the next chance to eat. 
 

15.30 o ´ clock 

Now we went to the hall and waited there again. In the ticket shop we talked nicely again and we were also allowed to sit there in the warm room. Suddenly there was a black-yellow bus. Unsuspecting we didn´t pay much attention to the bus, but then we dashed out to see what there´s going on. And there came Stefan out of the bus, the steady companion of the 4. We went to the bus and welcomed him. Then Thommy and Stefan spoke about the schedule of the day. Yes, and suddenly Marie came out of the bus and cried: "Oh my god! :)- I can´t believe it, you´re really so crazy!" So she recognized us!! Yipieh! After this she hugged everybody, and then came Berry (Kimberly) out of the bus, a dancer of the A*Teens. She was also very glad to see us. I had a nice conversation with her and told her that we are from Germany and that I was also on the concert in Munich. She seemed to know it, because she asked for my and Mina´s names. They all were really glad to see us again. As I talked to Berry, someone called "Jessi!!!" from behind, I turned back and there stood Amit. He welcomed me and we talked a little. The next ones who came out were Sara and Dhani. They also were very nice to us, so that we all were happy. And then they disappeared into the hall. Mina has never seen before the A*Teens, so that she has almost tears in her eyes. 

 

Mina!  ... the youngest of our group there and a huge fan! 

We know each other for a long time, and she longed so much to meet the A*Teens, what hasn´t been possible till now. After our meeting in Holland I told her that she will soon meet the A*Teens too. 
It was really time to turn her wish into reality, and so I booked her flight in January without asking her. I thought: "Now or never!" and that I will be surely able to convince her parents. And look, I wasn´t deceived. 
The arrival of the A*Teens, yes that was a welcome!!!   
There they stood –  their German fans! In the middle of their home country Sweden. They really didn´t count on this and so they were really surprised. And after a lot of hugs they took time in the icy cold to talk to us a little, before they had to go into the halls. We went back to the ticket shop and soon Anna & Co. heard first sounds of the new songs in the halls. From now it couldn´t take much longer, the first swedish fans arrived and we came in contact with them. 

 

18.30 o ´ clock 

At half past six we were allowed to go into the hall. We noticed that the Swedish fans are very different to the german fans. There was no pushing or something similar. We got the best place in front of the stage, row one and in the middle. What a luck! 

 

Yes, I was also surprised that there was no pushing or screaming, and suddenly we were in the hall. The whole staff was really nice and helped us with our luggage. We never made this experience in Germany! Really amazing! 

 

19.30 o´ clock 

Now the concert started. The supporting act was the Swedish group "She Bang" (I hope it is written rigtht). It consists of two girls and four boys. They played covered Rock/Pop songs, which were actually really good. After they finished we waited again. 

 

I don´t know how to write this group either. But should make the crowd going loud and it worked. The guitarist flipped totally out and jumped into the press moat, ran there and back and rolled back on stage. 

I handed out some flyers to the fans with infos on it about our fanclub, but soon I noticed that we had not printed enough. 
 

20.20 o´ clock 

10 minutes before the show should begin, the A*Teens came on stage. They received stand ovations and everbody screamed. Their outfit was the same as in their video to "A Perfect Match". The first song was "Upside Down". Then played songs from their new album "New Arrival" as well as songs from "Teen Spirit" and "The ABBA Generation". The show was simply amazing. It can´t be compared to any other concert of the A*Teens. Their dance style has improved a lot (But where to improve?) and also the voices sounded more mature. After the last song the audience cried: "en gat til gat" or something like that, what means extra songs. Of course the four came out again. At the end of the concert we were really surprised, because we didn´t count on such an excellent concert. After that they gave some autographs in the hall. Everybody rushed at Marie, Sara, Dhani and Amit, and the A*Teens gave their best. Charles, the dancer of the four, asked if everybody comes from Sweden and I said "NO" of course. He asked me if I liked the concert, and I said that it was much more better than in Germany at the end of 2001. He called for Marie and told her what I said, and she said thank you to me. 

 

WOW!!! That was really a hot show of the 7 (A*Teens + their dancers)! We had never expected something like this! That must have been a good piece of work, congratulations! The A*Teens and their band were really hot, and the fans jumped and danced, I dare say they almost celebrated the A*Teens! And again: no pushing! 

To "A Perfect Match" they picked out some fans to come up on stage to them, and there they danced with them to their new song!  They all were really glad!! Additionally Sara and Marie in hot pants .Totally awesome! 
The two "non-fans" who were with us, Conny and Toby, were also obviously surprised and deep impressed of the happenings on the stage, ... so what can I say more??? Just visit one or more of the A*Teens concerts and you know what I mean. If you´re not a fan now, you sure will be one after the concert! 

 

22.00 o´clock 

Outside we waited with some other fans for the A*Teens at the bus. At first the dancers came out and we talked again, the A*Teens came just a little later. I was also able to take a picture of Marie. I talked to Berry about her birthplace and when she will be in Germany again. She told me that they´ll maybe come in May/June. Thommy talked with Stefan, he said that we should go to their hotel, because they had still some things of us for which they had no time to sign yet. 

 

With these things I handed out too our and your gifts, letters and printed e-mails, so they got all your stuff! 
And here we were also allowed to film, what was not possible in the hall. The dancers were really outgoing and relaxed. The show was really good and they were pleased that we liked the show!  Berry and Chucky me and Jessica already met in Munich, and they didn´t forget it! We talked and laughed a lot, and took a lot of pictures. The 4 took a few minutes time for their fans, but then they had to go. They thanked us again and wished us a good journey back home. Then they went into the bus and drove away, but that should bot be the last meeting for today...;) 

 

22.40 o´ clock 

There we stood now... in the ice cold wind, and so we started our way to the hotel of the A*TEENS. We couldn´t remember where has been exactly and so I asked for it in the hall. They dismantled the stage, but they tried thier best to help me. With this information we remembered again and went to the tram now. As we stood there ... suddenly the bus arrived again, but there was just the driver in it. He only had to park the bus in the hotel-garage, so at first we were confused about which hotel the A*TEENS booked now for the night...??? We went in just to ask for, and so we got the correct name of the right (!) hotel! :) There we went by taxi and 10 minutes later we were at the reception and tried to convince the staff that Stefan has ordered us here, to get the signed things. He didn´t trust me, but as I told details they realized that my story has to be true and so he checked it. Now we were allowed to wait for them on huge smooth couch in the warmth, and there was a little fountain, which made us a little sleepy...And so we waited for the things which would happen... 

 

23.35 o´ clock 

During this Sara came down by lift, maybe wanted something to eat. Stefan followed her with Marie, but shortly after that they went back up to their rooms, and Marie waved shortly to us. Also Dhani came down for a short time. 

 

Some of us tried hard not to fall asleep before Stefan came down, ...but without our stuff. He asked me if it would be possible to send them by mail, to my home. "Yes, of course!" Because we knew what a stressing day it must have been for the A*Teens, and sometime they also have the right to finish and relax a bit. Who would understand it better than we: thier fans! Stefan thanked us again for coming and wished us a good journey back home. That seemed to be the last meeting, but it was not, as we noticed later. But at first we were all hungry and thirsty and so we went to Mc Donalds again. *lol* What else?! 

 

23.50 o´ clock 

I was ordering something as I heard behind me: "Oh my god. I can´t believe it!" I turned back and in front of us stood Sara, Dhani, Amit, Chucky, Grant...Indeed they were here to order something to eat. Sara sat at the table and as she saw that we ordered something, she offered us a place at their table. It was obviously that they was very tired. We also were very weary and exhausted. 

 

We all couldn´t believe it that we met them again, and the A*Teens were also very surprised, at first Chucky and I had to laugh..."No! That´s not possible!" *lol* We talked a little, ate and drank besides, then they said good-bye and wished us a good journey back to Germany. Some time later someone said "...A*Teens..." and suddenly there was a lot of murmuring and muttering behind the counter. They realized just in that moment who they had in the house, ... and that in Sweden! *G* 

 

Monday, 3rd March 2003 

00.30 o´ clock 

In the shopping arcade we waited again. In the meanwhile some of us were asleep. As it was getting too boring , we ordered a taxi which should us bring to an other place. Then we went into an inn and waited again. During this time we saw a lot of drunken Swedish persons. 

 

Where to go now was the great question??? What is still open? We wouldn´t stay longer in the arcade or in the bar beside, because it was very crowded and we weren´t interested in making party. We wanted to go back to the airport, but we didn´t know if it´s already open. We asked someone, and after a call he said it´s open. So we ordered two taxis, but soon we realized that wanted to go to the other, the second airport. And of course our one was closed the taxi drivers told us! So now we had a little sight-seeing, you could say "Gothenborg at night". The nice drivers ( We had to pay almost just their coming) drove us to a café with shop and snack bar in it. Near this place was also a disco and from there came a lot of drunken people into the snack bar, who may be got hungry on their way back home. Partly we had to laugh about by watching them trying to come across the street! Some of us already slept. Toby and I stayed awake , for any case. Soon some Swedes talked to us who were not drunken and just looked for someone to talk to and sat down at our table. But there were also no other places, cause we took 2 of 3 tables. So, no problem! 

In the end the conversation was really pleasant and made the time shorter. At 5.00 o´ clock they left us, and minutes later we had to go too cause the café closed. So we ordered our "old" taxi drivers and drove now to our airport which seemed to be open now. :) 

 

06.00 o´ clock / Göteborg-airport 

Arrival at the airport! But: Everything dark, nobody there???  Suddenly a person came out of the dark! She was also surprised that everything was still dark and closed. But 5 minutes later they opened and we came into the warmth, and almost fall onto the couch and most of us kept on sleeping. Toby and me waited for the opening of the airport-cafe, cause we were hungry again. And soon more and more people came, and the departure ceremony started... 

 

08.30 o´ clock 

We came into the plane and around 5 minutes later, after we took our seats, came the announcement that the takeoff will be delayed for 45 minutes. 

 

The cause: a new check of the technical facilities. If there is just one LED not working they have to check up everything again, safety at first! And that takes a bit. Now we slept all!!! I woke up shortly during the start, but then I slept till we were in Germany again. 

 

10.45 / airport Frankfurt-Hahn 

Now we had German ground under our feet again. Marina´s father was still waiting and told us that everything had been blocked off because of a bomb alarm, and that the flights started again just a few minutes ago. 

 

Later I learned that someone left his suitcase behind at the airport, with a sticker on it with the address of a deceased woman, so the airport police had to cordon off everything. So we drove back to Koblenz by cars, said good-bye to Marina, Dan and Toby at the main station. Dan had to go to work right from there, the poor one! 
 

12.55 o´ clock /Koblenz 

Here my train was already delayed about 10 minutes, and at 17.30 o´ clock, but finally I arrived in Munich with about 1 hour (!) delay! Done!  

I do not intend to go to Mc Donalds within the next 3 months!!! *lol* 

 

12.56 o´ clock 

Now also Jessi was on her way back home. But Angie, Conny and I had still to wait because we had fixed train connections.  So we looked for a nice location, no, not Mc Donalds! There we order something to drink and some "normal" food, talked about our experiences in Göteborg and watched our video. 

 

15.40 o´ clock 

Then it was time. I took Angie and Conny to their train, said good bye, and so I remained as the only one. Maybe a bit sad, because the thing for what we were excited for weeks, was over! But also happy, because all were pleased and we were allowed to see this amazing concert. We met our stars more than 3 times and had a lot of fun! Then I sat down at Mc Donalds, watched the people, and waited for my train. 

 

17.00 o´ clock 

My train came and left punctually. I took not long and I fell asleep. 40 minutes were enough. But suddenly, short before Mainz, the train stopped. The train was a bit delayed, and so we got one warning light after another. And it took a bit longer till we finally reached the train station in Mainz. And ah, yes...! Right, it was Monday before Lent, and here took place one of the biggest moves in Germany! Hundreds of carnivalists were on the train station, screaming and totally drunken it seemed that they were just waiting for my train.! And these who didn´t smelled sweaty smelled of garlic! 
So the train was totally crowded, but (thank god) most of them left the train already at the next station!!!  The train was already 20 minutes delayed, and so I began to worry, because in Frankfurt I had just 23 minutes to change the train. 

 

19.12 o´ clock / Frankfurt 

I had luck and so I got fortunately the ICE to Braunschweig. From rail 21 to 9 in 20 seconds or something...;) 

It was just a pitty that I had not time to eat the delicious "Krakauer" as before, but that didn´t matter: I got the train! There I searched for a smoking compartment, because I wanted to smoke a bit in quiet. I found compartment with a nice blond woman...*G* Soon we came in contact, watched the Göteborg video, listened to "New Arrival" and watched the photos of the meeting with the A*Teens in Cologne. The time was quicker over than I thought. *G* 

 

21.58 o´ clock / Braunschweig 

Finally!!! Now I arrived too!!!  
After 3 stations by bus and 5 minutes by foot, I has been welcomed by the housedog (besides my landlady) ... I was at home! 
 

So that was our experience-journey to Göteborg, 
to the first concert 2003 of our A*Teens!!!  
We hope you had a lot of fun by reading this, 

and maybe the next time you´re with us, when we cry out again: 

 

A*Teens – Alarm!!! The Fangroup is turning out!!! *lol* 

 

 

Jessica, Thommy, Munich/Braunschweig, 4./5. March 2003 

 

